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Press Release

Date: 1942 - 1949

Mr. Joseph H. Carpenter
LtCol. USMC (Ret)

June 19, 1924 - January 22, 2021

Original Montford Point Marine

It is with the absolute heaviest of hearts 
that the National Montford Point Marine 
Association Inc. announces the passing 
of a legendary Original Montford Point 
Marine in Lieutenant Colonel Joseph 
H. Carpenter.  Colonel Carpenter was 
a genuine Washingtonian and enlisted 
in the Marine Corps in 1943 and 
underwent his recruit training at the 
segregated Montford Point Camp in 
Jacksonville, North Carolina.  Colonel 
Carpenter was one of the highest 
ranking Marines to come out of 
Montford Point Camp and the first African American 
Marine to be stationed at Headquarters Marine Corps. 

The Colonel attended the first reunion of the Montford 
Point Marines in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1965 and 
went on to be the founding father of the Washington, 
DC Chapter #6 the next year.  The Colonel served as the 
first chapter President of the Washington, DC Chapter 
#6.

Colonel Carpenter served as the National Historian 
from 2005-2009 and still was giving Power Point 
Presentations in his 80s. Colonel Carpenter was 
the primary Montford Pointer in 2007 when the 
Association first lobbied for the Congressional Gold 
Medal in Washington and continued to be there for 50 
plus trips to DC.  

Somedays he would lobby with then 
National President Joe Geeter for 10 or 
12 hours and he rarely tired.  

The Colonel was often interviewed 
by the media because of his superb 
memory and his elegant delivery.  In 
addition to receiving the Congressional 
Gold Medal with the Montford 
Pointers in 2012 he was interviewed 
by the History makers out of Chicago 
and inducted into the Montford Point 
Marine Hall of Fame in 2005.  The 

Colonel’s interview with the History Makers is now in 
the Library of Congress. 

Colonel Carpenter appeared in both Documentary 
Movies produced to tell his story, the first one in 1997 
and the latest one in 2006 was narrated by Academy 
Award winning actor Louis Gossett Jr. 

We ask your prayers for his now Widow, Ann, who 
must navigate this life without her beloved husband of 
over 75 years.  

Because of the Pandemic, Colonel Carpenter’s family 
has decided to have him cremated and no public service 
will be available but he will live on through all of us.  
Rest in heaven Sir!


