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Original Montford Point Marine

Column: Park Forest veteran worked 
as optometrist, police officer and 

school teacher

Just days after the attack on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941, 
Fizer, an 18-year-old from New Orleans, enlisted in the 
Marine Corps.

“I was young, stupid and patriotic,” he said decades later. 
“I wanted to fight. I wanted to join something. I wanted 
to be a Marine.”

There was one big problem. Fizer, a Black man, chose to 
serve in the most segregated branch of the armed forces: 
a 150-year-old service that had a white-only policy that 
took a world war and a direct order from President Frank-
lin Roosevelt to change. And with other Black recruits, he 
was shipped to Montford Point, North Carolina, adjacent to the white-only base at Camp 
Lejeune.

Color barriers ruled and Jim Crow gave the orders. Every white face Fizer and his fellow 
Black Marines saw were the drill instructors whose vocabulary, he recalls, consisted of the 
usual set of commands and the usual interjection of racial epithets.

“They were on us all the time,” Fizer recalled. “They would curse us, tell us how bad we 
were, how stupid we were and how they would run us out of the Marines. It was ‘n’ this 
and ‘n’ that all the time.

“We knew we had to overcome that. We knew we had to be the best and we broke every 
record (in gunnery) from small arms to anti-aircraft fire.”

Tougher, stronger,and more disciplined, the Montford Point Marines fought the bloody 
shores of Eniwetok, Guam and the Ryukyu Islands. 

“The only thing we got was a Presidential Unit Citation,” Fizer said, “but we were the best.”

After the war and seeing that no Black Marine could rise higher than sergeant, this proud 
veteran decided to seek other solutions.

This is also about Ed Fizer

As with millions of other returning veterans, Fizer looked to mark out his own life. He 
was a practicing optometrist for five years, then a Chicago police officer for another 10 
years, and still later teaching at Bloom Township High School. He moved to Park Forest 
in 1968.

“I wanted a better education for my two children “ he said. “Park Forest was warm, friend-
ly and open. I wouldn’t leave here for the world. It is an example that if spread throughout 
the nation would be good to follow.”

Fizer quickly became part of the weave of life in the com-
munity. When the village’s Veterans Commission was 
formed, then-Mayor John A. Ostenburg said Fizer would 
be the most appropriate person to be its chairman. It was 
under Fizer’s leadership that the Veterans Closet and Re-
source Center was formed with a goal of supplying all vet-
erans the goods and services they need, and all free of cost. 
The motto could well be “take what you need, and thanks 
for your service.”

For years, Ed was a school crossing guard, shepherding 
students to and from Blackhawk Elementary school from 
his vantage point at the intersection of Orchard Drive and 
Blackhawk Drive. There was always time for a wave of the 
hand to Ed as we passed the corner.

This is of what Ed Fizer was proud.

In 2010, he finally saw what he fought for during World War II as he was part of a free, 
whirlwind tour of Washington, thanks to the Honor Flight Association tour of Washing-
ton which included visits to the monuments including the World War II and Vietnam 
Veterans memorials.

“Every good thinking American should see Washington before they pass on,” he said. “It 
is something special for people to say thank you for what you did.”

Two years later, Fizer took another trip to Washington. This time the Montford Point Ma-
rines were awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian honor bestowed 
by Congress. Where once some 20,000 Marines were stationed at Montford Point, that 
day Fizer and 400 of his fellow Marines were on hand for the ceremony and heard Presi-
dent Barack Obama pay them tribute.

And now this.
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The U.S. Defense Department estimates there are only some 300,000 World War II veter-
ans still alive. This past Sunday, I was putting the finishing touches on a column about the 
Park Forest Hall of Fame class for 2020, a list of seven citizens which included Ed Fizer. 
The call came in about five o’clock. Earlier that day, Ed Fizer died at the age of 95.
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