
Date: 1942 - 1949 HOME OF THE ORIGINAL MONTFORD POINT MARINESVol.  No.1 www.montfordpointmarines.org

Press Release

It is with great sadness that Mobile 
Chapter #33 announces the passing 
of one of its Original Montford Point 
Marines, Mr. David Potts, Sr. 

A native of Gulfport, Mississippi, Mr. 
Potts joined the Marine Corps in May 
1943 and served in the Asiatic Pacific 
arena from 16 October 1944 to 23 
January 1946. He remembers heading 
off to war in the Pacific, riding on 
big ships to get there and often shared the story his 
fellow black Marines were relegated to sleeping bags 
placed outside on the decks of the ships because they 
weren’t allowed in the living quarters. Potts was a 
driver mostly, hauling supplies to battle zones. It was 
a dangerous job. “It was only for the pure of heart to 
serve back then,” he said. “You had to fight both the 
system and the Japanese.” 

Mr. Potts had obtained the rank of Steward Assistant 
Second Class upon his discharge.

Mr. Potts was proud that his service had earned him 
and his fellow Marines the Congressional Gold Medal.  
He remembers well that day in November 2012 when 
the award was made. 

For him “it was quite an honor” to be greeted by Gen. 
James F. Amos, Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
congressional leaders and other officials. 

He has continued to use it as a platform 
to continue  to tell the story Montford 
Point Marines and was frequently 
called  upon to do just that. In fact, 
just a few short months ago Mr. Potts 
was honored at the Gulfport Combat 
Readiness Training Center Diversity 
Day Program. 

Funeral arrangements as follows:   
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 at J.T. 

Hall Funeral Home, 1910 31st Avenue, Gulfport, 
Mississippi, Viewing from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
(social distancing restrictions will be observed)  11:00 
a.m. 

funeral service for family members only.  Interment 
at the National Cemetery, Biloxi, MS.  A memorial 
will be held later to honor Mr. David Potts.

11:00 a.m. funeral service for family members only.  
Interment at the National Cemetery, Biloxi, MS.  A 
memorial will be held later to honor Mr. David Potts.

Mr. David Potts, Sr.
June 20, 1924 - April 8, 2020

Original Montford Point Marine


